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Marek. III. 8. 
ring forth therefore Fruits meet for 
1 Repentance.. 


X & LL the Duties of Chriſtianity, or to 
57 ſpeak more.properly, all the Conditions 
W that God hath required of us Chriſti- 
ns in order to our Salvation, may be and are 
I Scripture reduced to theſe Two, Faith and 
epentance, | 

It is the latter of theſe, Repentance, that 
his ſolemn Time of Lent we are now entring, 
pliges us to fix our Thoughts upon: And there- 

fore I ſhall now make that the Subject of my 
Diſcourſe. 
And here my Buſineſs ſhall be to endeavour 

s ſettle the Notion of this great Duty, as it is 
made one of the Conditions of our Eternal Sal- 
ation. 
Indeed it cannot but be obſerv'd, that People 
wong us are very apt to be miſtaken about this 
Natter; ſome taking that for true Repentance, 
Which is not; and others, even very good Peo- 
Pie, entertaining great Doubts and Scruples con- 
N | B cerning 


— 
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cerning the Sincerity of their Repentance, when 
there is no Reaſon for em. 
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I ſhall therefore endeavour ſo to explain tbe 
Doctrine of Repeutance, as that neither Bad 
Men may be encouraged to think they are true 
Penitents, when they are not; nor Good Men 
diſcouraged from believing the Sincerity of | 
their Repentance, notwithſtanding the manifold : 
Failures they apprehend in themſelves, as to 
the Expreſſions of it. | Tir 

You ſee I here ſpeak of Repentance, not as 
of ſome fingle Tranſient Act or Actions, that 
are now and then to be perform'd by a Man up- 
on Occaſion : Nor only as it is a Man's firſt Paſ- 
fage from a Heatheniſh or a Wicked Life, to a 
Chriſtian Life ; which 1s that we call a Man's 
Converſion, and in which Senſe it is often taken 
in the New Teſtament. 

But J conſider it as a Habit, a permanent 
State of Life, a Difpofition and Qualification 
of Mind and Manners, which a Man muſt 
fleſs himſelf of, and continue in, as long as 
ie lives; otherwiſe he is not to expect the final 
Remiſhon of his Sins. And hence it is, that 
the Good, as well as the Bad among us, are 

taught in our Publick Liturgy, not only every 
8 . Day 
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5 Day to confeſs our | 
pray God to grant us true Repentance. Having 
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ns, but alſo every Day to 


premis d this, I come to the Argument: 


© 


l Bring forth therefore Fruits meet for Re- 
q pentance, 


: Theſe are St. Jobn Baptiſſ's Words to the 
Phariſees that came to his Baptiſm. And 
from them we may gather, what that Repen- - 


*Fance is, that will be available for the Forgive- 


he) 


neſs of our Sins, and ſecuring us from that 
Wrath to come, which he ſpeaks of in the Verſe 
before ; namely,it muſt be ſuch a Repentance as 
brings forth worthy Fruits: Bring forth ( faith 

Fruits meet for Repentance ; or as the Words 


may be rendred, Bring forth the worthy Fruits 


Repentance. 


* So that the Evangelical Repentance, which 


pe now treat of, confiſts of Two Parts, or is 


| 


& 


makes us heartily ſorry for them, and reſolve to 


made up of Two Things. The one Inward in 


our Minds, which is that we properly call Re- 


tance, (uer ) and that conſiſts in ſuch a 
nſe of our Sins and Hatred of them, as 


NA 


commit em no more. And this the Phariſees 
were preſumd to have, when they came to St. 


Jobn's Baptiſm. B 2 The 


_ 


= 


+. * * 


.. A Sermon Preuch before WS 


ch. Mid. _— 


_ 


2 Cor. 


7. 10. 


The other is Outward, and ſhows its ſelf in out 
Lives; and that confiſts in the actual forſaking 
thoſe Sins which we ſo reſolv'd againſt. And 
this is that St. John here ſtiles the worthy Fruits © 


of Repentance, or Fruits meet for Repentance. 


This is certainly the Account which the Scri- 
pture every where gives of that Repentance 
which God requires of us, in order to the For- 
giveneſs of our Sins: Only with this {hight Dif. 
ference ; that ſometimes the Inward Contrition © 


bas the Name of Repentance given to it ; and 
the Reformation that tollows thereupon, is call'd 
the Fruits of it, as here in my Text; at other 
2 the Reformation in our Lives is call'd by 


the Name of Repentance, and the Inward Sor- 


row and Contrition is reckon'd only as a Prepa- 


tive or Diſpoſition towards it; as when St. Paul 
tells us, that Godly Sorrow worketh Repentance. 


Well, but fay ſome Perſons among us, (who 


yet, as we have Reaſon to believe, are very good 


Chriſtians ) if this be the Notion of true Re- ; 
pentance, then are not we in the penitent State. 
For we have neither that Sorrow and Contrition 


for our Sins, which true Repentance requireth; 


nor do we bring forth the Fruits of Repentance, 


by reforming our ſelves as to ſeveral particular 


Sins which we have aften begg d Pardon for, 


and 
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God reſolv'd againſt. Theſe are the Tu Caſes 


She Firſt. 7 

They complain that they have not that Svr- 
Fow for their Sins, which is ſufficient to deno- 
*minatecheir Repentance True and Sincere. They 
gan think of their many Offences and Provoca- 


Sons with dry Eyes; and even at thoſe times 
hen they {et themſelves to expreſs Acts of Re- 
pentance, and to make Confeſſion of their Sins 
, p a more ſolemn Manner: Vet all this is done 

With ſo much Inſenſibility, and fo little Compun- 
ion, that inſtead of Broken and Contrite Hearts, 


Which is the Sacrifice that God delights in, they 
tome to theſe Offices rather with harden d ones. 
That which I fay to this, is this: We are not 


ts meaſure the Sincerity of our Contrition, by 


the ſenfible Expreſſions of Grief with which it 

$ ſometimes accompanied; or to conclude, 

thac we are not ſorry for our Sins as we ought 

tw be, becauſe we are not put into a Paſſion at 
the Remembrance of them. 


It is very certain a Man may have a. true 


Senſe of his Sins, and a hearty Contrition for 
em, and yet not be able to ſhed a 'Vear, even 


Almighty's Forgiveneſs of 'em. And 'tis very. 


certain 


Which I ſhall now ſpeak to, and 1 begin with 


when he moſt devoutly ſets himſelf. to beg God- 


—— 


——_— 


_—— 


CET 
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cerrtain on the other Hand, chat a Man may weep 

abundantly at ſome Seaſons, when he ſeriouſly 

reflects upon the great Miſcarriages of his Lit 3 

paſt, and yet not at all be truly penitent for em. 

The Truth is, that Part of Repentance we 
are now ſpeaking of, conſiſts rather in a Hatred 
of our Sins, in a deep rooted Averſion to them, 
than in „„ of Grief that we can 
work up our ſelves to upon the Remembrance of 

them. ett 5 24,034 . 

Whoever is ſo ſenſible of the infinite Evil of * 

Sin, that he does from his Soul deteſt and abhor | 

it; and thereupon reſolves firmly againſt it, and 

uſes hearty Prayers to God to ſubdue it in him 
by the Power of his Holy Spirit, and purs out | 
his whole Strength to reſiſt the Temptations of 
it; ſuch a Man is a true Penitent. This per- 
manent Hatred of Sin, and Reſolutions, and 

Endeavours againſt it, is the Life and Soul of 

Repentance: And a paſſionate Grief. or Sorrow 

doth no farther belong to it, than as it is an Ex- 

preſſion of that Hatred, or a Means to produce 


thoſe Reſolutions and Endeavours againſt it. 


- 4 * 
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But it will be urg d, Can any Man be truly ſaid 
to hate his Sins, that is not ſenſibly griev d and 


To 


troubled that he hath offended God e 
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= To this I ſay, in the Second Place, Whoever 
s really affected with Hatred towards his Sins, 

can hardly avoid the being troubled and afflicted, 
rhenever it is his Unhappineſs to offend God in 
iy Inſtance ; nay, or when he ſeriouſly reflects 
pon his former Offences. But then theſe Two 
I hings are to be remembred : 
= Firſt, That there may be an Inward Grief or 
Affliction in the Mind, tho' the Man that feels 
cannot expreſs it in Tears, or other outward 
Faſſions. Theſe are Things that depend wholly 
pon the Make and: Conſtitution of a Man's 
ody, and not at all upon the Senſe of his 
Mind. Some Perſons are of ſuch an eaſy, and 
texible, and paſhonare Temper, that chey can 
hed Tears upon very ſlight Occaſions. Others, 
ho they may have a more real and permanent 
rrow upon their Hearts, yet cannot evidence 
in ſuch ways. 
But then, Secondly, As to this Buſineſs of 
Pprrow for Sin, there is a great Conſideration 
be had of the Nearneſs or Diſtance of the 
—Eime. when the Sins we repent of were com- 
matted. | oth 
When a good Man, through his own Care- 
Pneſs and Inadvertency,. or through the Im- 
portumity of ſome ſtrong Temptation, happens 
= to 


4 


to do any thing contrary to his Duty, his Hear: 
vill preſently ſmite him. As ſoon as ever he re. 
flects upon the Action, he will be naturally apt 
rt 8 
Retirement and Examination of his Conſcience, |: 
he cannot avoid the expreſſing a great Sorrou 
and Compunction for his Sin, and humbly and 
_ earneſtly addreſſing to the Throne of Grace for 
the obtaining Forgiveneſs it of. And indeed, if 
he be not thus ſenſibly concern d and afflicted, | 
when the Action is freſh in his Memory and 
upon his Conſcience, it is an Argument that he 
has not that Hatred of Sin which he ought to 
have; and therefore has ſome Reaſon to ſuſpect 


to be diſpleas d at himſelf. : And upon his fi 


whether he be in the State of Repentance. 


But then, for Sins that have been committed 
a good while ago, the Confideration is quite 
different. If a Man ſet himſelf to exerciſe Ads 
of Repentance for his Sins in general, or for 


ſome particular Sin that he formerly had been 


guilty of; in this Caſe it cannot be expected 
ordinarily, that his Grief ſhould be fo ſenſible, 
or exprels it ſelf in ſo paffionate a Manner: For 

indeed our Make and Conſtitution will not ad- 


mit of ir. | 


Such is the Contrivance of our Tempers, 4 
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that the Remembrance of a Thing at a Diſtance, 
tho 
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o we do endeavour to impreſs it upon our 
Elves with all the Advantages we can, will 


Elf did when it was preſent. Time wears off 


He Violence and the Impetuoſity of the Paſſi- 


ns ; tho' yet the inward Sentiments and Incli- 
Hations of the Mind, as to thoſe Things that 
Euſcd the Paſſion, may be the ſame perpetually. 
That which I intend by this Conſideration, 
this; That it is enough to teſtify the Sinceri- 
of our Sorrow for Sin, if we be heartily 
Foubled and afflicted, whenever we have newly 
nn any Sin againſt God: But if after- 
Ward that Trouble or Grief do wear off, and 
e cannot bring our ſelves to be ſo livelily affe- 
ed with the thing after ſome diſtance of Time, 
we were at firſt, it is no Argument againſt 
he Sincerity of our Repentance ; ſuppoſing we 
*Ebncinue in the fame Hatred and Abhorrence of 
We evil Action, and in the ſame Reſolutions 
mot to be guilty of it any more. 
But enough of this: I proceed to the other 
Eaſe I mentioned in the Buſineſs of Repentance, 
and which indeed has more Difficulty in it, 
chan that I have now ſpoken to. It is this; 
We hear very good People often complain, 


"Mat tho' they are truly ſenſible of ſeveral Sins 
* | C they 


Hardly excite ſo great a Paſſion as the Thing it 


an. 
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they are guilty of, and are ſorry for them, and | 


do over and over again reſolve againſt them, 
nay, and daily pur up hearty Prayers,. that God I £2 
would give them Grace to overcome them; yet 
for all this they frequently fall into them again 
nay,.and 8 every Day: Now how can 


they be ſaid to 


true Penitents, that live after 
this. Rate? Is. it not an eſſential Part of true 
Repentance to forſake the Sin, as well as to be 
ſorry for it, and to reſolve againſt it? But theỹß 
do not forſake the Sins they reſolve againſt; and 


therefore they have juſt Reaſon to conclude, that 


they are far from having true Repentance. 


This is the Caſe; and there is but one way of 


coming to a Reſolution of it, and that is by 
particular Enquiry. what thoſe Sins are which 


theſe Perſons reſolve. againſt, and which yet 


wy cannot, or do not conquer. 


t is very certain, that in general ſpeaking 


Repentance, as it is propos d as a Condition 
Salvation in the Goſpel, doth include in it a for- 2 


Ned. 


of Sin, as well as a Hatred of it, and 2 
tion againſt it; and conſequently whoſo- 


ever does not forſake his Sins is not a true Peni- 

tent. Thus far they are right. ; 
But then on the other Side, tis very certain 

likewiſe that a Man may be truly ſaid to forſake 


his 


1 
be 
* . 
4. Pp 
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his Sins in the Goſpel Senſe of forſaking them, 
tho yet in the mean time he be far from living 
without Sin. Nay, he may obſerve ſeveral Ir- 
Mregularities in his Actions, and be ſo ſenſible of 
gem as to make Reſolutions againſt them, and 
pray to God to preſerve him from them, yea, 
And conſtantly ftrive to avoid 'em; and yet now 
nud then thro Inadvertency, or Surprize, or a 
zreat Temptation, be overtaken with 
Ill chis while be in the true State of Repentance. 
= fay both theſe Points are certainly true. 
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— 


em, and 


As for the firſt, That forſaking of Sin is ne- 


« _ to Repentance, there can be no doubt of 


he Scripture tells us, That he only that 


N. 28. 13. 


And . thoſe that are Chriſt's have crucified the * 1Jo 
Neſb with the Aﬀedions and the Lufts, And to Cal. f. 


conſe ſſeth and forſaketh his Sins ſhall find mercy. prov. 
And = that are born of God do not commit 2 8 


ve in Sin, or under the Power of Sin, is every 24. 


Where by our Lord and his Apoſtles, repreſen- 


ed as a thing perfectly inconſiſtent with the be- 


ing a Child of God. 

But on the other Hand; That no Man (how 
truly a Penitent ſoever he be) doth live with- 
gut Sin, 1s a Point every whit as plain from the 


Scripture as the former. St. James tells us * * cap. 2: 


bat in many things wwe offend all: And St. Jobn, 2. 
; . + if 


— 
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* 8. and the truth is not in us. And many other Pa. 
fages there are to this Purpoſe. N 
That therefore that makes the Difference be. 
tween a true Penitent and a pretended one, a; 
to this Matter, muſt be the Nature, and Kind, 
and Circumftances of the Sin that is left unmor. 
tify'd, or that the Man ſtill lives under the Pow. PR 
There are fome Sins that do conſiſt with a Re. 
zentant State, and ſome Sins that do not. 
here are likewiſe ſeveral Circumſtances of the 
fame Sin, that may difference or vary the State. 
It may happen chat the ſame Sin, which in one 
Man is a Weakneſs or an Ignorance, and fo con- 
ſtent with the State of Repentance, will in a- 
nother Man be a Sin of Preſumption, and incon- 
fiftent with it. Concerning theſe things there. 


fore, a particular Enquiry is to be made, before 
Satisfaction can be given to thoſe that doubt of 
the Sincerity of their Repentance. 1 

But firſt of all, before we come to ſpeak of 
Sins that are conſiſtent with a State of Repen- 


tance, and ſuch as are inconfiſtent with it; it: 
will be fir to ask thoſe Perſons, whoſe Caſe ve 
are {peaking to, whether thoſe things which they 
are moſt apt to complain of, as Sins which they 
cannot 
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WEannot overcome, bur notwithſtanding their Re- 
Solutions and Prayers, do often fall into em; 
hether, I ſay, they be really Sins at all? 

It is very certain, that many tender Conſci- 


nces (but uninſtructed) do often reflect on, 
5 ſeverely call themſelves to Account for ſe- 


Feral things, which God will never impute to 
m as Sins. Thoſe that converſe with this 
Sort of Perſons, will frequently find that their 
reateſt Complaints of unmortify'd Sins are made 
7 ſuch Inſtances as theſe : That they are out of 


Temper when they come to their Devotions : 
That they are troubled with many fooliſh and 
Fandring Thoughts throughout their Religious 
®Þxerciſes. Tho' they endeavour to keep their 
Minds in a conſtant Senſe of God ba good 
Thiogs, and would always profitably employ 
their Thoughts; yet Abundance of vain Ima- 
nations do croud into their Heads, and render 
heir Endeavours ineffectual. That they are 
Ilten wearied with the Length of their Spiri- 
tal Offices, and pray without Life and Vigor. 
Ind ina word, That they cannot govern their 
Minds, but in Spight of all their Reſolutions, 
Abundance of impertinent, and ſometimes un- 
ecent and finful Fancies do diſturb, and quite 
oil their moſt ſerious Atrempts to live a Re- 
hgious Life. Bur 
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But now if they would well conſider, the; 
-would be convinc d that theſe kind of things ar: 
not ſo much their Sins, as their Buperfection, 
They are the neceſſary Reſults of the Union of 
their Souls with earthly Bodies, and therefore ; 
1 can by no Means be called their Faults, fo long 
| as they do not willingly give way to em, bu 
ſtrive againſt 'em. = 
A Man may every whit, with as much Rea. 
ſon, accuſe himſelf of Sin, when he cannot at. 
tendqhis Worldly Buſineſs with the ſame Vigou 
and Application of Mind, that he doth at othe 
Times; as he ought, when he does not pray and 
meditate upon Spiritual Things ſo vigorouſly 
and intenſely as at ſometimes he doth, ſuppo 
ſing he endeavour it. | 
The Truth is, neither of theſe Things is al“ 
ways in our Power, becauſe they depend alt- 
gether upon the Temper of our Bodies, which 
we cannot oftentimes correct or alter: And 
what is not in a Man's Power, the not doing o 
it cannot be a Sin. There is this Eſſentialt? 
every Sin, that there muſt be ſomething of te 
Vill in it. Whatever a Man doth, or whatever 
a Man omits, if it be involuntary in him, if he 
cannot help it, it may be his Inperfection, but it 
is not his Sw 4 
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neſday. 


And this will extend farther than to thoſe In- 


I ances that I have now nam'd. Even all the 


adden Motions and Inclinations that Men do 
=Sften find arifing in themſelves to that which is 


Evil, if they be not conſented to, if they be 
Hor in the leaſt indulged and encouraged, but 


heartily rejected and ſtrove againſt ; theſe, even 
eſe will not prove Sins, but only Imperfecti- 


Ins and Infelicities. Which, if it be true, (as 
ſee no Reaſon that "mM Man has to doubt of 


) one great Part of thoſe Things which the 
eligiouſly Melancholy are apt to complain of, 
re by this quite ſtruck off. 


Well now, but as for theſe Things that are 


teally Sins in them, let us enquire how far they 
are conſiſtent or inconſiſtent wich the State of 
Nepentance. Now the Reſolution of this En- 
quiry will depend upon the Anſwers to theſe 
T hree following Queſtions : 

= Firſt of all, the general Queſtion is this; Do 


hey ſeriouſly and impartially ſer themſelves a- 


33 all Sins whatſoever? Do they harbour no 
Affection or Kindneſs for one Luſt more than a- 
nother , but uſe their hearty Endeavours to 


morcify all, and to conform themſelwes in all 
Things to the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt ? If they 


can ſay this of themſelves, ic is an evident Ar- 
gument 
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gument that their Repentance is true, tho they Wn 

may labour under many Frailties and Corrupt. 

Gs; *- *- 4 

The Infincerity of a Man's Repentance i: 


— 


commonly diſcovered by this, that he is more WY 
ſenſible of ſome kind of Sins than he is of . 
thers, and is accordingly partial in his Enden. 
vours to mortify em. Thoſe Sins that are more | . 
conducing to his Intereſt, or to which he has 
more ſtrong Temptations from his Temper and | 
Inclination, or from his Company or Circum- | 
ſtances f Living; theſe he has not the ſame 
Averſion to, nor takes that Pains to avoid, that 
he has and does with Reſpe& to others, that do 
not recommend themſelves to him upon thoſe 
Accounts. This now is an undeniable Proof 
that the Man doth not hate Sin purely for its 
ſelf, or purely becauſe it is diſpleaſing to God 
but becauſe it is not fo pleaſing or profitable to 
himſelf. He hath not the Temptation to that“ 
Sin, that he hath to others; and therefore he 
takes Care not to be guilty of it. But where a 
Man can ſatisfy his own Mind, that he doch 
impartially lay out his Endeavour, for the? 
ſubduing and deſtroying in himſelf, every thing 
that God hath declared againſt in his Holy 
Goſpel ; and ſpares no evil Affection, how dear 
, 3 
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Sr how advantageous ſoever it may be to him 
= this World; but fights and ſtrives as well a- 
inſt thoſe Corruptions that are rooted in his 
WNature, and ſerve his Worldly Ends, as thoſe 
at he hath no ſuch great Temptations to: 
uch a Man hath the undoubted Marks of a 
incere Penitent, and may, in the Goſpel Senſe, 
E truly ſaid to have forfaken his Sins, and co 
ep God's Commandments, notwithſtanding 
he many Slips and Failures that he may be e- 
En daily guilty of. But to come more parti- 
larly to the Point: 
The Second Queſtion to be asked is this: 
Fhat kind of Sins are thoſe that theſe Perſons 
lain they have not overcome, but notwith- 
Banding their Prayers and Reſolutions they are 
en guilty of them? Are they ſuch as may be 
All d le Sins, or ſuch as may be only 
Ad Infirmities and Frailties? Are they ſuch as 
*Ennot be committed without Deliberation, and 
l Choice, and Conſent of the Will; or ſuch 
as chey may be ſurprized into thro' Inadverten- 
2 or ſudden Temptations? If they be of the 
> Trmer Sort, that 1s to ſay, wilful, deliberate 
Nins, it is certain they cannot ſtand with the 
Niete of Repentance. Either the Man that is 
5 D guilty 


— 
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guilty of them was not a good Man, or ceaſed 
to be ſo upon his commuting them. 


Of this Kind are Murder, Adultery, Blaſpbe. 
my, Per ju, Slander, Extortion, Cheating , De. 
frauding, and the like. Theſe Sins, and ſuch 
like, are in themſelves ſo very foul, and require 
ſo full a Conſent of the Will to be guilty of em, 


N * 
- as > << ww Co 


(for let Men talk what they pleaſe, no Man = 


was ever guilty of ſuch Crimes as theſe, but | 


mY 


he either had no Senſe of Religion at all; or if 


he had, he deliberately abandoned himſelf to 
Vice and Wickedneſs) that it cannot be con- 
ceiv d, how one ſingle Act of em can be recon- 
cileable with the State of Repentance. Either 
the Man was not a true Penitent when he fell 


into them, or he ceaſed to be ſo upon the com- 


mitting of them. 


But Tbirdly, As there are ſome fingle Ads of 


Sin, which are inconſiſtent with the State of | 
Repentance, namely, wrlful, preſumptuous Sins; f 
ſo likewiſe is every Habit of Sin inconfiſtent 
wich it; I mean every Habit of known open 
Sin. And therefore theſe Perſons are in the laſt 


Place to be asked, Whether the Sins they have ; Fe 


not yet conquered be of that Nature or no? 


If the Sins they complain of, conſiſt in Aci. 


ons known to be againſt the Laws of God, and 
| they 
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they cuſtomarily continue in them, I dare not 
ay chat they are yet in the State of Repentance. 


or tho perhaps every particular Act of ſuch 


Pins that they are guilty of, may not be atten- 
ed wich thoſe aggravating Circumſtances, as to 


ake it amount to one of thoſe wilful, preſum- 


ytuous Sins I before ſpoke of; yet if the Sins be 
Habitual and cuſtomary, they will, I am afraid, 


l under that Denomination. 
But then theſe Perſons are to be careful, that 


; hey do not miſtake that for a known, open Sin, 


&which really is not ſo: Or a Habit of known 


; Pin, for that which is not a Habit. I ſhall re- 


3 the Difference in theſe Three following 
Particulars : 


7, 
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WE Frft of all, When we ſpeak of known, open 


Sins, we mean ſuch Sins as a Man is guilty of 


In his Afons. And therefore we make a Di- 


tinction between the Inward Irregularities of 
the Mind, which couſiſt in unlawful Defires or 
Wiforderly Paſhons; and between the Outward 
Actions. Tho' the former be truly ſinful, if in 
the leaſt conſented to; nay, and we ought ſe- 
Houſly to endeavour to mortify them in our 
felves, as much as we can: Yet if thro the 


{Man's conſcientious Care to ſuppreſs them, they 


D 2 do 
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do not proceed to Overt-Acts, they are not ſuch 
known, open Sins as we here ſpeak of. 1 
Thus for Inſtance: A Man that is raſhly and 
intemperately angry upon any Occaſion, this Wl 
very Paſſion is a Sin in him, and he ought o 
ask God Forgiveneſs for it: But fo long as he 
doth ſo ſtifle this Paſſion, and that out of à Senſe 
of Religion, as not to ſuffer it to break out into 
Unchriſtian Railings and Revilings ; nor is he 
tranſported thereby to do any Action in Pur. 
ſuance of it, that the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt have 
forbid : 1 fay, this Man, notwithſtanding the 
Sins of his Thoughts, may yet be ſaid to be free 
from thoſe known, open Sins, which if they be 
Habitual are inconfiſtent with Virtue. : 
But on the other Hand, where we ſee a Per. 
ſon to have no Government of his Paſhon, but 
upon every {light Occafion to break out into vio- 
lent Rage, and in that Rage to ſay and do all 
thoſe provoking things that his preſent Fury can 
ſuggeſt to him: Here is now a Man that is not 
only guilty of a known Sin, but it hath ſo much | 
Dominion over him, that he may be ſaid to live 
in it; and conſequently he is not yet in the 
State-of Repentance. 1 
I inſtance in this Particular of Wrath and 
Anger, both becauſe it is a Sin that ſo ordina- 
rily 
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iy happens in the Courſe of our Lives; and. 
Pecauſe that even the very worſt Expreſſions of 
e, are generally accounted but our Weakneſſes 
Ind Infirmities. Whereas certainly they are 
owaright Works of the Fleſh, known Sins a- 
inſt the Law of God, and ſuch, as if they be 
Fontinu'd in, if they be habitual, are deftru- 
ive of Salvation. 


Ev 
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& Secondly, In Order to the giving an Account 
f known, open Sins, as we muſt dittinguiſh 
Sctween the Sins of che T houghts, and the Sins 
of the Adons: So likewiſe as to the Sins of 
ur Actions, we muſt further diſtinguiſh be— 

Veen thoſe of em that conſiſt in Omiſſiun, or 

not _ the things that the Law of God hath 

ommanded us; and thoſe that conſiſt in Com- 
W://ion, or doing ſuch things as the Law of God 
fath forbidden us. Now it is this latter Sort of 
Sins we here ſpeak of, and of which we ſay, 
they be habitual they cannot conſiſt with the 

State of Repentance. 

As for Sins of Omi ſſion, very good Men may 
e guilty of em; nay, and in many Inſtances, 
and that habitually too. Nay, perhaps I may 

y the beſt Men cannot clear themſelves, as to 
3 this 
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of doing that good they are bound to do. 


not good Men or ſincere Penitents. 


of the 


is in the Regenerate, Penitent State. 


forbid by the Laws of our Lord 


this Sort of Sins; for I believe all Men fall hon 8 


But as for Sins of Commiſſion, the Thing i 
otherwiſe ; Good Men do uſually avoid then, Wl 
but to be ſure they do not make a Trade or Cu 
ſtom of them; or if they do, I doubt they a: 
For I tak 
it, whoever in his Converſation or Actions, o. 
dinarily or cuſtomarily, practiſeth any thinsif 
that is expreſly forbidden by the Laws of Gol: 
ſuch an one cannot be ſaid to have mortiſy d iu 
Deeds of the Bod), and to have put off the Mori 
eſb; which yet in the New Teſtamenſ 
is every where made the Character of one that 


To give an Inſtance of this: The Sin off 
Swearing in our Converſation, or the Sin of Li 
ing, or the Sin of Filthy and Laſcivious T alkinsÞ 
(T inſtance in theſe Sins, becauſe ſome Peop|:\if 
may look upon em to be very light and inconſ. 
derable, as not having in them that Miſchieſ 
and Malignity, which is diſcoverable in otha 
Crimes; yet I ſay ) theſe Sins being ſo exprell 
Jeſus Chriſt; 
and being likewiſe Sins in the Outward Actions 
and conſequently certainly in our Power to 
void em, fo that we cannot plead either Ign- 
anc: 
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ace or Infirmity for them: I ſay, whoſoever 
es in the Practice of theſe Sins, cannot rea- 
gnably be thought to be in the State of Re- 
Wentance, becauſe he cannot be 19 ˖ wp to 
Wake any Conſcience of tranſgreſſing the ex- 
Preſs Laws of our Saviour. 
Well, but are not Sins of Omſſion alſo 
Franſgreſſions againſt the Laws of God? I an- 
Wer, they muſt be fo if they be Sins. But 
Men there is this Difference, that in the Duties 
Which God has commanded us to do, we are 
ren left in ſuch a Latitude as to Time, and 
ace, and Manner, and other Circumſtances, 
Pat no Man can ſay, you are bound to do ſuch 
Action juſt at ſuch a Time, and in ſuch a 
anner, otherwiſe you fin againſt God. So 
War if a Man through Miſtake or Inadvertency, 
WD omic an Action that he ought to have done; 
Shy in that Caſe, when he comes to ſee his 
Niſtake, or find his Careleſsneſs, he will be 
wry for it, and ask Pardon of God for his O- 
iſſion of the Duty: But yet this Omiſſion will 
Mount to no more than a Sin of Weakneſs or 
firmity; which we have ſaid all along, is very 
ſiſtent with the State of a good Man. 
But now where God hath forbid any Action 
be done, the Caſe is quite different. * 
that 
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that Caſe every body knows, that that Action 
is at all Times, and in all Places, and in all Cir. 
cumſtances, unlawful to be done by him: 80 
that no body needs to be put to deliberate whe. 
ther he ſhould do it or no, for every body 
knows he ought not to do it. And if after thi AW 
a Man will venture to do ſuch an Action, which 
he knows to be thus forbidden by God ; ſure he 
contracts a greater Guilt than he would do, by WR 
the Omiſſion of a Duty, as to the timing of 
which no Law of God had determin'd him. 
But now, notwithſtanding this Difference 
make between Sins of Omithon, and Sins of 
Commiſſion, I muſt yet own, that there may be 
ſuch Inſtances, and ſuch Degrees of Sins of 0 
miſſion, as, if Care be not taken that they be a 
mended , will prove as fatal to the Man that h 
guilty of em, as if he lived in a Courſe of o. 
pen, known Sins of Commiſſion. 1 
As for Example; What ſhall we ſay of «MW 
Man that never joins in the Publick Worſhip ai 
God, or that never receives the Sacrament, o 
\ 

Z 

: 


that never ſays his Prayers, or confeſſeth hi 
Sins, or uſeth any Devotion either in his Family 
or in his Cloſet? Or laſtly, What ſhall we ſy 
of a Man that is bleſs d with plentiful Circum- 
ſtances in this World, and yet gives little or no- 

. thing 
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ching away in Charity? Why, all theſe are but 
omiſnons of our Duty; but yet they are fuch 
omiſſions, as whoever continues in em, is never 
Nike to go to Heaven. Nay, how damnable this 
ft Omiſſion, I nam d, is, you may ſee in the 
th Chapter of St. Matthew, where our Savi- 
Nur paſſeth the Sentence of Condemnation on 
ON . on his Left Hand, for no other Reaſon, 
Hut purely for the not exerciſing Works of Cha- 
F:ty owards their Brethren, according to their 
Abilities and Opportunities. 
But no ſuch Sort of Omiſſions as theſe, are 
ite out of the. Caſe I am ſpeaking to. For I 
Wave here to do with Perſons that have really a 
earty Senſe of Religion upon their Minds; 
d therefore to be ſure can never be guilty of 
ach groſs, wilful, criminal Omiſſions, as I have 
ow mentioned. And that which they deſire to j 


e latisfy'd in, is not how far they may neglect 
eeir Duty; but after they have done all they $ 
nn towards the Performance of it, whether 
ey have yet ſo forſaken their Sins, as to be in | 
= Scate of Repentance ? Now as to that, I fay,. 
long as they do not live in known Sins of 
ommiſſion, the Omifhons they may be fre- 
eently guilty of, will not, I hope, hinder them 
om being true Penitents, and in a State of 
_—=alvation. E But, 
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But, Thirdly. and Laſtly, Beſides what we 
have ſaid about known, open Sins, we muſt al. 


ſo, in order to the Reſolution of the Queſtion 
before us, conſider another Thing, and that is, 
Whether they be Habitual or no? And for the 
finding of that, we muſt have Regard to the 
Frequency or Infrequency of em. Every ACt of 
Sin does not make a Habit; and a known Sin 
may be more than once committed, and yet 
not be cuſtomary. | 3 Bs 
If a Man do fincerely endeavour to mortify, 
or to forſake his known, open Sins, tho he does 
not leave them at once, and for altogether ; yet 
if he gains Ground of them, and commits them 
ſeldomer and ſeldomer: Even ſuch a Man may 
be ſaid to have enter'd into the State of Repen- Wl 
tance. And tho he has not attain'd to that 
Strength and Perfection which the Goſpel pro- 
poſes, and which if he continue his Endea- 
vours, there's no doubt but he will arrive to; 
yet in the mean time he's in a very good way. 
And if he ſhould die before his Work be accom- 
pliſhed, yet having the true Seeds and Princi- 
es of Regeneration or Repentance in him, 
ould. not doubt but God will accept him as 2 
fncere Penitent, and receive him to his Mercy. 
1 Gl Theſe 


Hm 


a 9 EY Yd at * 
Lu = c EIS * A N ; o | 
* *” f a F<. : 
4. * { 29 - 
4 4 * 4 - 4 * | . 


—_ 


Theſe are the Things that I had to repreſent, 
a Order to the anſwering this Queſtion, . hat 
Wort of. forſaking of Sins is neceſſary to true Repen- 
ce; and which every Man is to examine him- 
f about, if he would upon good Grounds 
tisfy himſelf, whether the Sins he is guilty of 
the Courſe of his Life be conſiſtent with it, 
r no. K 1 


Tue Sum of all that I have ſaid upon this 
lead, is this: If a Man upon ſuch an Exami- 


articulars;inamely, _- | 
Firft, That he doth in the Courſe of his 
ife, fincerely apply his Mind and Endeavours 


n uniform Obedience to all God's Command- 
ents. , 
And, Secondly, That the Sins he is guilty of, 
We not groſs, wilful, deliberate Crimes; but 
ther the Effects of Inconſideration, or Sur- 
1ze, or a ſudden Temptation. 
And, Thirdly, That they do more conſiſt in 
e Irregularities of the Defires, and Appetites, 
nd Paſhons of his Mind, than in the cuſtomary 
rratification of thoſe Appetites and Paſſions 
his Actions. 
And, 
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ation can ſatisfy himſelf, as to theſe following 


d mortify every evil Affection, and to live in 


„5 That they are inoftly M 
be” „ and not ſo much ex! 
1 Nell in Inſtances forbidden by God's Laws. 
8 La 1 Laftly, That of what Nature foever 

ET Fo - E be, tho” Ne has not actually ſubdu d them 
8 and got the Victory over them, 22 et he gain 


by 7 "Bo e | ground. upon them, and doth not fr equenth 
$259 > repeat them; and when he doth, it is in ſmal; 
r ler-Inftatices, 122 upon greater Tem tation 

1 and wich leſs Incerfupriots | .of his R 


_ thay ahoſacver can Kadzty himſelf; hae: the 
_—_ Sins he is moſt IT y gully of in the Courſ 
EEE of his Life, are of this Nature, and fall und 
1 theſe Circumſtances; ſuch a Perſon needs nd 
r in the leaſt doubt, but that for all them he is i 
the State of — — and ſhall find Mercy 
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